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Objective 
In this one-day workshop, we seek to investigate the 
transformative impact of computerised law on society with an 
inter-disciplinary group of researchers.  

Short Background 
The transformation of society by computerisation presents a 
fundamental challenge to law and regulation. If law and regulation 
cannot be adapted, human-centric law might lose its traction on 
societal processes. We are interested in two aspects of 
computerised law: Law may either be an object, or a regulator of 
automation. 

On the first point, law could in the near future be the 
object of a more systematic translation for automatic 
interpretation by computers, either by transforming the semantic, 
natural language, rules that govern human behaviour to machine-
interpretable formats and structures, or by developing processes 
that ensure that code complies with rules drafted for non-
computer.  

On the second point, law regulates the digitalised society, 
and in the future could do so by developing novel computerised, 
algorithm-based or code-dependent approaches to governing 
human and non-human actors – most notably with personalised 
law.  

Format 
The workshop will feature input presentations by the organizing 
team, presentations of invited speakers to predefined issues, as 
well as moderated (synthesising) discussions. Each participant is 
asked to contribute in one form or another, either an input 
presentation of 10 minutes (with 5 additional minutes for 
discussion), or by acting as a moderator.  
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For each of the two sessions, we will have the following guiding 
questions. 
 
Session 1: What are the foundations (technical, legal, political, 
societal) that enable law to be an object of more systematic 
translation for automatic interpretation by computers? What 
obstacles but also potentials/promotions occur in the quest for 
legal code? To what extent does the translation of law for 
automatic interpretation impact the trust of society in the legal 
order and the rule of law? 
 
Session 2: What novel approaches on regulating the digitalised 
society through computerised, algorithms-based approaches will 
accompany us in the next decade and beyond? How will the legal 
process, the law, individuals, and society at large be impacted by 
those approaches? How are issues of legitimacy, trust, and 
transparency taken into account in these discussions? Is the 
personalization of law realistic, or even inevitable? 

Preliminary programme 
11:45 – 12:30 Welcome Lunch   

12:30 – 12:40 Welcome speech by Simon 

12:40 – 14:00 Law as an object of digitalization, moderator: Marc 
• Speaker 1: Aurelia & Clement 
• Speaker 2: Sien 
• Speaker 3: Hamza 
• Final discussion (30min) 

14:00 – 14:30 Coffee break  

14:30 – 16:00 Law as a regulator of digitalization, moderator: Julian 
• Speaker 1: Joasia 
• Speaker 2: Przemek 
• Speaker 3: Dimitri 
• Speaker 4: Irene 
• Final discussion (30min) 

16:00 – 16:45 Coffee break  

16:45 – 17:30 Synthesising discussion of workshop findings (Simon, 
Clement, and Aurelia) 

• Key takeaways, research agenda 
• And stroll to the restaurant 

17:30 – n.d. Drinks & dinner at an external location (Brasserie 
Lok, Grünbergstrasse 7, 9000 St. Gallen) 
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Organizers  
Clement Guitton 
Simon Mayer 
Aurelia Tamo-Larrieux 

Participants 
Dimitri van Landuyt (remote participation) 
Eduard Fosch-Villaronga 
Giovanni Sartor (remote participation) 
Hamza Harkous (remote participation) 
Irene Kamara 
Joasia Luzak (remote participation) 
Julian Padget (remote participation) 
Kimberly Garcia 
Marc Langheinrich 
Marie-Francine Moens (remote participation) 
Przemysław Pałka 
Zaira Zihlmann 
 

We look forward to welcoming you and to the interesting 
discussions! 


